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Abstract
This study presents a comprehensive performance evaluation of optimized Digital Signal Processor (DSP) architectures 
using benchmarking methods designed to assess computational speed, power efficiency, and resource utilization. 
The objective is to establish standardized metrics for quantifying improvements achieved through instruction-level 
optimization, parallelism, and low-power design techniques in modern DSP systems. Experimental evaluations were 
performed using three benchmark applications—Finite Impulse Response (FIR) filtering, Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), 
and Matrix Multiplication—executed on both conventional and optimized DSP cores. The optimized architecture employed 
a reduced instruction set with pipelined arithmetic units and clock gating mechanisms for dynamic power control. Results 
revealed a 32.6% improvement in execution speed, a 27.4% reduction in power consumption, and a 21.8% decrease in 
logic resource usage (LUTs) compared to the baseline architecture. The analysis also integrated performance-per-watt 
(PPW) and million instructions per second per watt (MIPS/W) as composite efficiency indicators, demonstrating that 
the optimized DSP achieved a PPW value of 1.32×10⁶ and a MIPS/W ratio improvement of 38.5%. Benchmarking data 
were validated using a Xilinx Zynq-7020 FPGA test platform and MATLAB/Simulink simulation for algorithmic verification. 
These findings confirm that a well-defined metric framework—combining speedup ratio, energy efficiency, and hardware 
resource indices—provides a holistic assessment of DSP architecture performance. The proposed benchmarking 
methodology enables comparative analysis across diverse DSP designs, guiding future development in energy-aware 
and high-performance signal processing systems.
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Introduction 
The growing demand for high-performance, energy-efficient computing has intensified research into optimized Digital 
Signal Processor (DSP) architectures. DSPs are at the heart of modern digital systems, enabling real-time processing of 
audio, video, communication signals, biomedical data, and control systems. With the exponential growth of data and the 
evolution of complex algorithms, the need for DSPs that can deliver higher computational throughput while minimizing 
power consumption and hardware resource usage has become more critical than ever. Consequently, performance 
evaluation metrics play a central role in determining the efficiency and practicality of optimized DSP architectures, 
providing an objective basis for comparing designs across different platforms and applications [1].

In traditional DSP systems, design emphasis was often placed on maximizing speed and throughput, sometimes at the 
expense of energy efficiency and silicon area. However, the transition toward embedded and mobile devices, Internet of 
Things (IoT) platforms, and low-power communication systems demands an alternative design paradigm that balances 
performance and power. This has led to the rise of optimized DSP architectures that integrate advanced instruction sets, 
parallel processing pipelines, and dynamic power management mechanisms. Despite these advancements, there is still 
a lack of standardized methods for quantitatively evaluating and comparing such architectures in terms of speed, power, 
and resource utilization. This limitation hinders accurate benchmarking and often results in inconsistent or incomplete 
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assessments of architectural performance.

Digital signal processing applications such as Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), Finite Impulse Response (FIR) filtering, 
and Matrix Multiplication represent key computational workloads in DSP research. These algorithms require efficient 
arithmetic operations, low-latency data transfers, and effective utilization of memory resources. Although numerous 
optimization strategies have been proposed—ranging from instruction set customization to hardware-level pipelining and 
clock gating—there is insufficient consensus on the metrics that should be used to evaluate their impact comprehensively. 
As a result, comparing two DSP architectures across different research environments or development platforms often 
becomes challenging due to inconsistent testing methodologies, varied simulation tools, and non-uniform performance 
indicators [2].

Problem Statement
While many DSP optimization techniques claim to enhance performance, the absence of a unified benchmarking 
framework has made it difficult to quantify and validate such improvements objectively. Existing evaluations frequently 
focus on isolated metrics such as execution time or power consumption without integrating them into a comprehensive 
model that considers trade-offs between speed, power, and resource efficiency. Moreover, the majority of current 
benchmarking practices rely on simulation-only environments, which may not accurately represent real-world hardware 
behavior. Consequently, there exists a critical need for a standardized and experimentally validated set of performance 
evaluation metrics that can effectively measure, compare, and predict the performance of optimized DSP architectures 
under consistent operating conditions.

Another major issue is that current literature often lacks the inclusion of composite metrics like Performance-per-Watt 
(PPW) and Million Instructions per Second per Watt (MIPS/W), which can express energy efficiency more meaningfully 
than raw performance figures. Furthermore, the growing integration of DSP cores into heterogeneous and reconfigurable 
computing systems introduces additional complexity, as such environments demand benchmarking methods that capture 
both algorithmic and architectural efficiency simultaneously. Without such a unified approach, the progress toward next-
generation low-power and high-performance DSP designs remains fragmented.

Research Gaps
Several key gaps have been identified in the existing body of knowledge on DSP performance evaluation:
• Lack of Unified Evaluation Framework
Many previous studies evaluate DSP performance using individual metrics such as speed or power, without establishing 
a holistic framework that combines all three critical parameters—speed, power, and resource usage. This fragmentation 
leads to inconsistent and sometimes misleading conclusions about the effectiveness of different optimization techniques.
• Limited Real-Hardware Validation
A significant proportion of existing research relies solely on simulation results obtained through MATLAB or HDL-
based modeling. Such approaches, while useful for initial validation, often fail to reflect the true performance of DSP 
architectures under actual hardware constraints like timing closure, routing delay, and thermal behavior.
• Inadequate Composite Performance Indicators
There is limited application of composite metrics such as PPW, Energy-Delay Product (EDP), and MIPS/W that can offer a 
more integrated view of computational efficiency. Most evaluations do not factor in these indices, resulting in incomplete 
assessments of energy-aware design performance.
• Insufficient Cross-Platform Benchmarking
Few studies compare performance across multiple hardware targets such as FPGA, ASIC, and embedded DSP cores 
under the same algorithmic workload. This limits the generalizability of findings and makes it difficult to identify platform-
independent optimization strategies.
• Underexplored Power-Performance Trade-offs
While many researchers focus on achieving speed improvement, fewer studies thoroughly investigate the trade-off 
relationships between performance gains and energy cost. A unified benchmarking method is needed to visualize and 
quantify these trade-offs effectively.
• Absence of Standardized Benchmarks and Datasets
Unlike CPU and GPU performance evaluation where standardized benchmarks exist (e.g., SPEC, LINPACK), the DSP 
community lacks publicly available, universally accepted benchmarks for algorithmic performance testing. This deficiency 
creates inconsistencies in experimental validation across research institutions.

Objectives of the Study
This research aims to address these gaps by proposing and implementing a standardized benchmarking methodology 
for evaluating optimized DSP architectures. The specific objectives are to:
• Develop a comprehensive performance evaluation framework incorporating speed, power, and resource metrics.
• Design and simulate optimized DSP cores based on instruction set reduction and pipelined architecture enhancements.
• Perform hardware validation on a Xilinx Zynq-7020 FPGA platform using FIR, FFT, and Matrix Multiplication benchmarks.
• Quantify performance improvements using composite indicators such as Performance-per-Watt (PPW) and MIPS/W 
ratios.
• Provide visual and numerical analysis of performance–power trade-offs to guide future optimization strategies.
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Significance of the Study
The establishment of a standardized benchmarking framework for optimized DSP architectures has significant 
implications for both academia and industry. For researchers, it provides a reproducible and comparable method to 
assess architectural improvements across studies, fostering consistency in reporting performance outcomes. For design 
engineers, the framework serves as a diagnostic tool to balance speed, power, and resource trade-offs effectively during 
system design. The inclusion of FPGA-based validation ensures practical relevance, bridging the gap between simulation 
and real-world deployment. Moreover, the introduction of composite metrics such as PPW and MIPS/W enables a clearer 
understanding of energy efficiency, which is critical for modern embedded and edge computing systems.

Expected Contributions
The major contributions of this study include:
• A standardized set of performance evaluation metrics for optimized DSP architectures.
• A benchmarking methodology validated through both simulation and FPGA hardware implementation.
• Integration of composite energy-efficiency indicators for holistic performance assessment.
• Empirical evidence demonstrating measurable improvements in speed, power, and resource utilization.
• A comparative model applicable across heterogeneous DSP platforms.

Review of Related Work
This literature review surveys research on instruction set optimization for FM-type (Frequency Modulation–oriented) 
digital signal processor (DSP) architectures. It synthesizes work on domain-specific instruction set design, compiler–
architecture co-design, micro-architectural support for FM DSP kernels, and evaluation methodologies. The review 
highlights recurring themes: tailoring instruction sets to signal-processing idioms, balancing flexibility against silicon 
cost, and the critical role of toolchain support. It closes by identifying specific literature gaps that motivate further study.

Background: FM-Type DSP Architectures and Their Workloads
FM-type DSPs are specialized processors optimized for frequency-domain signal processing and modulation/demodulation 
workloads. Typical kernels include fast Fourier transform (FFT/IFFT), complex multiply-accumulate (CMAC), filtering 
operations (FIR/IIR), phase-locked loop (PLL) computations, and modulation/demodulation pipelines. These kernels 
are characterized by high data parallelism, frequent complex arithmetic (real/image components), and often recurring 
patterns such as multiply–accumulate chains, circular buffering, and fixed-point arithmetic with dynamic scaling. Early 
foundational work established that instruction sets tuned to these patterns significantly reduce cycle counts and energy 
per operation compared to general-purpose ISAs [3].

Domain-Specific Instruction Set Design
A substantial body of work argues for domain-specific instructions (DSIs) as the most effective lever for performance. 
Researchers proposed complex arithmetic instructions (complex MAC, fused complex ops), saturating arithmetic, and 
combined address-generation plus computation instructions to eliminate pipeline stalls and reduce instruction fetch 
bandwidth [4]. Studies consistently demonstrate that adding a small set of high-impact FM-oriented instructions (e.g., 
complex-accumulate, rotate-and-accumulate, vectorized twiddle-factor loads) yields disproportionate gains for FFTs 
and modulators. Work also shows diminishing returns beyond a certain instruction-set richness: adding more niche 
instructions increases decoder complexity and verification burden without matching gains [5].

Micro-architectural Support and Hardware Primitives
Beyond opcode additions, micro-architectural primitives—such as multi-ported register files, dedicated complex arithmetic 
units and hardware support for bit-reversal or permuted memory accesses—are recurring recommendations. Several 
implementations integrate specialized MAC arrays or SIMD-style lanes customized for complex numbers, enabling higher 
utilization for FM kernels. Research emphasizes hardware support for efficient circular buffers and modulo addressing, 
as these patterns are pervasive in streaming FM signal processing [6]. Trade-offs between area/energy and throughput 
are quantified across prototypes and RTL models, showing that modest area increases for tailored data path units often 
yield large throughput or energy-efficiency benefits for target workloads [7].

Compiler and Toolchain Co-Design
Instructions set gains are only realizable with compiler and toolchain support. Literature stresses compiler-aware ISAs: 
exposing semantics (e.g., complex instructions, predicated operations) so register allocation, instruction scheduling, and 
automatic vectorization can exploit them. Several papers describe retargetable compiler backends that map high-level 
FM constructs (complex arrays, convolution abstractions) to DSIs using pattern-matching and peephole optimizations. 
Studies show that manual assembly tuning still outperforms early compilers, but compiler-guided code generation 
closes much of the gap when combined with intrinsics and robust IR patterns. There is also attention to profiling-guided 
instruction selection to determine which DSIs to include forgiven application mixes.

Heterogeneous and Reconfigurable Approaches
A stream of research explores reconfigurable fabrics and coarse-grained reconfigurable arrays (CGRAs) to capture 
FM workloads’ irregularities. These approaches promise instruction-level specialization at runtime by reprogramming 
functional units or microcode. Results indicate that reconfigurability can approach ASIC-like efficiency for a broader 
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set of FM tasks but at the cost of higher control complexity and longer compile flows. Hybrid architectures—DSP cores 
augmented with small CGRA tiles or accelerators—are proposed as practical compromises, enabling high performance 
for hotspots while preserving ISA simplicity.

Evaluation Methodologies
Methodologies for assessing instruction-set optimizations include cycle-accurate simulation, RTL synthesis (area/power), 
and measured silicon prototypes. Benchmarks vary: synthetic kernels (FFT sizes, FIR taps) and application-level traces 
(modems, SDR stacks). Comparative studies advocate for mixed metrics—throughput, energy per operation, code 
density, and compiler complexity—rather than single-number speedups. A recurring critique is inconsistent benchmark 
suites across studies, complicating cross-paper comparisons.

Security, Reliability and Numeric Robustness
Recent attention addresses numeric robustness and security in FM DSPs. Fixed-point scaling and rounding behavior 
across DSIs can introduce subtle errors; thus, instruction semantics must be specified precisely and supported by 
compiler analysis to avoid overflow/underflow pitfalls. A few works consider side-channel implications of specialized 
instructions and concurrent execution of modulation/demodulation tasks, but this area is nascent.

Summary of Empirical Findings
Across the literature, three consistent conclusions emerge:
• A small, well-chosen set of DSIs targeting complex arithmetic and address-generation yields large performance and 
energy gains for FM workloads.
• Compiler and toolchain support is essential; without it, DSIs remain underutilized.
• Microarchitectural enhancements (e.g., complex ALUs, circular-buffer support) provide higher practical gains than 
merely adding opcodes that the pipeline cannot feed efficiently.

Identified Literature Gaps
Despite progress, important gaps remain:
• Systematic Design Methodology for Instruction Sets. Most studies evaluate ad-hoc or heuristically chosen instruction 
sets. There is limited work presenting a formal, data-driven methodology that, given a workload corpus, systematically 
derives the optimal minimal DSI set under area/power constraints.
• End-to-End Compiler Correctness and Numeric Guarantees. While compilers have been tailored to exploit DSIs, there 
is sparse research on formally verifying the correctness of transformations that rely on fused complex instructions, 
particularly with fixed-point semantics and rounding modes. This gap affects adoption in safety-critical and regulated 
communications systems.
• Standardized Benchmark Suites for FM DSPs. The field lacks an agreed-upon benchmark suite combining microkernels 
and full-application traces (e.g., SDR stacks, broadcast pipelines) to enable apples-to-apples comparisons of instruction 
sets, microarchitectures, and compiler stacks.
• Energy-Per-Operation Across Process Nodes and Runtime Modes. Existing evaluations often present performance and 
power at a single process/voltage point. There is limited cross-node and DVFS-aware analysis showing how instruction-
level optimizations interact with scaling, leakage, and low-power modes typical in portable FM receivers.
• Security and Side-Channel Analysis for DSIs. As DSIs often perform fused or accelerated operations, their 
microarchitectural behaviors could leak information through timing or power. Comprehensive security analyses of FM-
specific instruction extensions are scarce.
• Adaptivity and Autotuning in Heterogeneous Systems. Although reconfigurable and hybrid architectures are studied, 
there is a gap in runtime autotuning frameworks that dynamically select between ISA-level, microarchitectural, and 
accelerator implementations based on changing signal conditions, latency constraints, and power budgets.
• Cost-Benefit Studies for Verification, Test, and Ecosystem Maintenance. Adding DSIs increases verification and toolchain 
maintenance costs. Quantitative studies that model long-term ecosystem costs versus runtime benefits are lacking, 
limiting informed engineering decisions.

Conclusion
The literature demonstrates clear benefits to instruction set optimization for FM-type DSP architectures, particularly 
when combined with microarchitectural support and compilers that understand domain semantics. However, the field 
would benefit substantially from standardized benchmarks, formal compiler/numeric guarantees, systematic DSI 
derivation methods, and deeper investigation into energy scaling, security, and adaptive runtime strategies. Addressing 
these gaps will help move FM-oriented ISAs from experimental prototypes to robust, deployable platforms for modern 
communication systems.
	
Methodology
This research on Instruction Set Optimization for FM-Type DSP Architectures employed a simulation-based and analytical 
approach to evaluate instruction efficiency, execution latency, and performance improvement through optimized 
instruction design. The study was conducted in four main stages: system modeling, instruction analysis, optimization, 
and performance evaluation.

https://www.primeopenaccess.com/international-journals/international-journal-evolving-sustainable-and-renewable-energy-solutions.asp


5Int J Evol Sus Renew Energy Sol, 2025

System Modeling
An FM-type DSP model was developed using MATLAB/Simulink to represent the functional architecture of the processor. 
The model included the arithmetic logic unit (ALU), control unit, and memory blocks, replicating real-time FM modulation 
and demodulation tasks.

Instruction Analysis
The baseline instruction set was profiled to determine the execution time and energy usage for key DSP operations such 
as frequency translation, filtering, and modulation. Bottlenecks in instruction execution were identified through pipeline 
trace analysis.

Optimization Process
Custom instruction sets were designed to replace complex multi-cycle operations with single-cycle equivalents. The 
optimization targeted FM signal operations by integrating specialized multiply-accumulate and frequency-domain 
computation instructions.

Performance Evaluation
The optimized instruction set was validated using benchmark FM signal datasets. Metrics such as instruction cycle 
reduction, throughput, and power efficiency were analyzed and compared against the baseline system.

Figure 1 shows the block diagram of FM-Type DSP Architecture, Shows core components: input unit, ALU, control unit, 
memory, and output interface. The design integrates software simulation, hardware modeling, and compiler-in-the-loop 
evaluation to determine the optimal instruction set extensions for complex modulation and demodulation tasks.

 

 

The optimization targeted FM signal operations by integrating specialized multiply-accumulate and frequency-
domain computation instructions. 
 
3.4 Performance Evaluation:  
The optimized instruction set was validated using benchmark FM signal datasets. Metrics such as instruction 
cycle reduction, throughput, and power efficiency were analyzed and compared against the baseline system. 
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3.1 Research Approach 
The study combines quantitative and analytical methods, focusing on both architectural simulation and 
compiler optimization. The approach follows five major phases: 
 

i. Requirement Analysis and Workload Characterization 
ii. Instruction Set Extension Design 
iii. Architecture Modeling and Simulation 
iv. Compiler 
 Integration and Code Optimization 
v. Performance Evaluation and Comparison 

 
Each phase provides measurable outputs that feed into the next, ensuring an iterative and verifiable 
optimization process. 

Figure 1: Block Diagram of FM-Type DSP Architectures

Research Approach
The study combines quantitative and analytical methods, focusing on both architectural simulation and compiler 
optimization. The approach follows five major phases:
• Requirement Analysis and Workload Characterization
• Instruction Set Extension Design
• Architecture Modeling and Simulation
• Compiler
• Integration and Code Optimization
• Performance Evaluation and Comparison

Each phase provides measurable outputs that feed into the next, ensuring an iterative and verifiable optimization 
process.
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Phase 1: Requirement Analysis and Workload Characterization
This phase involves identifying the most computationally demanding FM-type signal processing kernels. Benchmarks 
such as FM modulation/demodulation, Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), Complex Multiply-Accumulate (CMAC), and Filter 
Bank Analysis will be profiled using tools like MATLAB or Python NumPy.

Performance bottlenecks (instruction counts, latency, and data dependencies) will be analyzed to determine the most 
frequently executed arithmetic and addressing patterns. This profiling provides the baseline for designing domain-
specific instructions.

Phase 2: Instruction Set Extension Design
Based on profiling results, custom Domain-Specific Instructions (DSIs) will be defined. Examples include:
• Complex Multiply-Accumulate (CMAC)
• Circular Addressing Increment (CIRCADD)
• Saturating Add/Subtract (SATADD/SATSUB)
• Vector Load/Store (VLD/VST)

Each DSI will be encoded into the existing instruction format of the DSP core, ensuring binary compatibility and minimal 
opcode space expansion. The VLIW (Very Long Instruction Word) or SIMD architecture styles may be considered to 
increase parallel execution.

Phase 3: Architecture Modeling and Simulation
An architectural model of the FM-type DSP will be implemented using SystemC, Verilog, or Gem5 simulator frameworks. 
The model will include:
• Instruction Fetch and Decode Unit
• Execution Unit with Complex ALU
• Register File
• Memory Unit with Circular Buffer Support
• Control Unit

Simulation runs will compare the baseline instruction set and the optimized version, recording metrics such as execution 
cycles, throughput, power consumption, and instruction memory footprint.

Phase 4: Compiler Integration
A **retargetable compiler backend** (e.g., LLVM or GCC) will be extended to recognize the new DSIs. High-level DSP 
code (in C/C++) will be compiled with and without these instructions to evaluate:
• Code generation efficiency
• Instruction scheduling
• Register utilization

Compiler intrinsic and pattern-matching rules will map FM operations (complex arithmetic, filtering) to the new 
instruction set. This ensures that software automatically benefits from hardware enhancements without manual 
assembly optimization.

Phase 5: Performance Evaluation
Performance analysis will be conducted through simulation and, where available, FPGA-based prototyping. Key 
performance indicators include:
• Execution Time Reduction (% decrease)
• Energy Efficiency (mW/MHz)
• Code Density (Bytes per function)
• Hardware Area Overhead (mm²)
• Compiler Instruction Coverage (%)

Results will be compared against existing DSP architectures such as TI C6000 and ARM Cortex-M4F DSP extensions to 
validate the effectiveness of the optimized instruction set.

Tools and Resources
• Software Tools: MATLAB, LLVM, Gem5, ModelSim, and Synopsys Design Compiler
• Hardware Platform: Xilinx FPGA Board for prototype verification
• Programming Languages: C, C++, Verilog, Python (for data analysis)

Implementation	
The implementation of efficient algorithm design for FM Digital Signal Processors (DSPs) involves translating theoretical 
models into practical systems that optimize performance, reduce computational complexity, and enhance signal quality. 
The process begins with the selection of an appropriate FM DSP architecture capable of supporting the required sampling 
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rates, filtering, and modulation/demodulation processes.
Key implementation steps include: 
• Algorithm Optimization: Existing FM demodulation and signal processing algorithms are analyzed for computational 
bottlenecks. Optimization techniques such as loop unrolling, fixed-point arithmetic, and efficient memory access patterns 
are applied to reduce processing time.
• Hardware-Software Co-Design: The design process integrates both hardware capabilities and software efficiency. 
Hardware acceleration using specialized DSP cores or FPGA integration is leveraged for tasks such as filtering and Fast 
Fourier Transform (FFT) operations.
• Resource Management: Efficient utilization of memory, processor cycles, and power resources is prioritized. Techniques 
such as dynamic voltage scaling and adaptive processing are incorporated to balance performance and energy 
consumption.
• Testing and Validation: The implementation undergoes rigorous simulation using MATLAB/Simulink or similar platforms 
before deployment on the target DSP hardware. Real-world testing is conducted to verify performance under varying 
noise levels and channel conditions.
• Error Handling and Robustness: Error correction coding, automatic gain control, and adaptive filtering mechanisms are 
implemented to maintain performance in the presence of interference and signal degradation.

By following these steps, the implementation ensure that FM DSP systems operate

efficiently, meeting the demands of real-time processing in applications such as

broadcasting, communication systems, and audio transmission.

System Architecture & Data Path

RF → Audio chain (complex baseband):

• IQ acquisition: 200–250 kS/s complex baseband from tuner (±100–125 kHz BW).
• Channel select/decimate: CIC + half band FIR to ~240 kS/s → 114 kS/s.
• FM discriminator: Complex conjugate product phase detector.
• De-emphasis: 50 µs (EU) or 75 µs (US) IIR (biquad).
• Stereo decode (optional): Pilot PLL @ 19 kHz → regenerate 38 kHz → L/R matrix.
• RDS (optional): 57 kHz BPSK extraction + PLL + matched filter + symbol timing +    group decode.
• Audio resample: ASRC to 48 kHz (or 44.1 kHz), dithering + limiter.
• Output: 16-bit PCM stereo.

Testing and Result
This section presents the testing framework, evaluation procedures, and experimental results obtained from the 
optimization of instruction sets for FM-Type Digital Signal Processor (DSP) architectures. The experiments were designed 
to assess the impact of the optimized instruction set on computational efficiency, energy consumption, and instruction-
level parallelism across various DSP workloads such as filtering, modulation, and Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) operations. 
Figure 2 and table 1 show the Performance vs. Power Trade-off Graph (Description)
The plotted graph illustrates three curves corresponding to FIR, FFT, and Matrix Multiplication benchmarks.
• The X-axis represents Execution Time (ms),
•  The Y-axis represents Power Consumption (mW).
Each curve shows a downward slope for the optimized DSP, highlighting simultaneous gains in speed and power 
efficiency. Data points indicate that, for instance, the FIR filter moved from (8.9 ms, 154 mW) to (6.0 ms, 112 mW), 
representing a clear Pareto improvement. The graph demonstrates that no trade-off occurred between speed and 
energy—the optimized design achieved both metrics concurrently.

Benchmark 
Application

Architecture 
Type

Execution 
Time (ms)

Power 
Consumption 
(mW)

LUT 
Utilization 
(%)

Speedup 
(%)

Power 
Reduction 
(%)

Resource 
Savings 
(%)

FIR Filter 
(128 taps)

Conventional 
DSP

8.92 154.3 82.6 — — —

Optimized DSP 6.01 112.0 64.2 32.6 27.4 22.2
FFT 
(1024-point)

Conventional 
DSP

10.35 171.5 88.4 — — —

Optimized DSP 7.02 125.8 69.1 32.1 26.6 21.8
Matrix 
Multiplication 
(64×64)

Conventional 
DSP

15.48 186.2 91.0 — — —
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Optimized DSP 10.46 134.9 72.8 32.4 27.5 20.0
Table 1: Benchmark Data for Optimized vs. Conventional DSP Architectures 

 

 
 

Figure 2:  Performance vs. Power Trade-off Graph (Description) 
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5.3 Experimental Results 
Table 2 summarizes the collected data, highlighting reductions in execution time, instruction count, and power 
consumption achieved through various optimization techniques. The Hybrid Model, which integrates SIMD 
processing with loop unrolling, demonstrated the most substantial improvement, reducing execution time by 
approximately 49% and instruction count by 37% relative to the baseline architecture. Figure 3 shows the 
Graphical comparison of execution time and power consumption across DSP configurations. 
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Figure 2:  Performance vs. Power Trade-off Graph

Testing Environment and Setup
The testing environment was developed using a MATLAB-Simulink and C-based instruction simulator tailored for FM-
Type DSP cores. The target architecture comprises a 32-bit Harvard structure with separate data and program memory 
buses operating at 200 MHz. The compiler backend was extended to support custom instruction patterns for multiply-
accumulate (MAC), trigonometric, and control operations.

Five configurations were benchmarked to validate performance improvements: (i) Baseline DSP, (ii) Optimized DSP, 
(iii) SIMD Enhanced, (iv) Loop Unrolled, and (v) Hybrid Model. Each configuration executed identical workloads under 
identical voltage and frequency conditions to ensure uniformity of results.

Test Procedures
The testing process was divided into three phases: static analysis, dynamic simulation, and hardware emulation. Static 
analysis evaluated instruction count reduction using assembly-level inspection. Dynamic simulation measured execution 
latency and energy consumption via the instruction-set simulator, while hardware emulation on an FPGA platform 
validated cycle accuracy and real-time response. Performance data were recorded using performance counters and 
system monitors, and each test was repeated five times to ensure statistical consistency.

Experimental Results
Table 2 summarizes the collected data, highlighting reductions in execution time, instruction count, and power 
consumption achieved through various optimization techniques. The Hybrid Model, which integrates SIMD processing 
with loop unrolling, demonstrated the most substantial improvement, reducing execution time by approximately 49% 
and instruction count by 37% relative to the baseline architecture. Figure 3 shows the Graphical comparison of execution 
time and power consumption across DSP configurations.
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Test Case Execution Time 
(µs)

Power 
Consumption 

(mW)

Instruction Count 
(x10³)

Speed-up Ratio

Baseline DSP 48.3 210 112 1.0
Optimized DSP 33.5 190 86 1.44
SIMD Enhanced 29.7 185 79 1.63
Loop Unrolled 27.2 178 74 1.78
Hybrid Model 24.6 172 70 1.96

Table 2: Comparative Performance Metrics for Optimized Fm-Type Dsp Architectures
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Figure 3: Graphical comparison of execution time and power consumption across DSP configurations. 
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latency and energy usage due to pipeline stalls and redundant instruction fetch cycles. The introduction of 
SIMD operations and loop unrolling reduced overhead by enabling parallel instruction execution and 
minimizing branching delays. 
 
Furthermore, the power savings observed stem from reduced memory accesses and lower switching activity 
within the ALU. The Hybrid Model achieved a balance between parallelism and instruction reuse, yielding the 
best performance-to-power ratio. The speed-up ratio of 1.96 implies nearly double the computational efficiency 
compared to the unoptimized architecture, making it suitable for real-time signal modulation and spectrum 
analysis applications. 
 
Statistical regression on the collected data showed a strong correlation (R² = 0.94) between instruction count 
reduction and latency improvement, confirming the effectiveness of the optimization methodology. These 
findings validate the hypothesis that targeted instruction set enhancement can achieve performance parity with 
high-end DSPs while maintaining energy efficiency. 
 
5.4.1  Interpretation of Experimental Outcomes 
The results demonstrate that optimizing the instruction set yields a direct and measurable impact on execution 
speed, power consumption, and instruction throughput. The observed reduction in execution time—up to 49% 
for the Hybrid Model and 53% when compiler-assisted scheduling was applied—confirms the advantage of 
integrating multiple optimization layers. These improvements arise primarily from the combination of 
instruction fusion, loop unrolling, and parallel dispatching, which minimize instruction fetch overheads and 
data dependencies. 
 
The comparative results reveal that the baseline FM-Type DSP, which employs a conventional fixed instruction 
pipeline, suffers from high latency due to sequential dependency chains and limited parallelism. Conversely, 
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Discussion of Findings
The results indicate that instruction set optimization substantially enhances computational throughput for FM-Type 
DSPs. The baseline configuration, which relied solely on standard MAC instructions, exhibited higher latency and energy 
usage due to pipeline stalls and redundant instruction fetch cycles. The introduction of SIMD operations and loop 
unrolling reduced overhead by enabling parallel instruction execution and minimizing branching delays.

Furthermore, the power savings observed stem from reduced memory accesses and lower switching activity within the 
ALU. The Hybrid Model achieved a balance between parallelism and instruction reuse, yielding the best performance-to-
power ratio. The speed-up ratio of 1.96 implies nearly double the computational efficiency compared to the unoptimized 
architecture, making it suitable for real-time signal modulation and spectrum analysis applications.

Statistical regression on the collected data showed a strong correlation (R² = 0.94) between instruction count reduction 
and latency improvement, confirming the effectiveness of the optimization methodology. These findings validate 
the hypothesis that targeted instruction set enhancement can achieve performance parity with high-end DSPs while 
maintaining energy efficiency.

Interpretation of Experimental Outcomes
The results demonstrate that optimizing the instruction set yields a direct and measurable impact on execution speed, 
power consumption, and instruction throughput. The observed reduction in execution time—up to 49% for the Hybrid 
Model and 53% when compiler-assisted scheduling was applied—confirms the advantage of integrating multiple 
optimization layers. These improvements arise primarily from the combination of instruction fusion, loop unrolling, and 
parallel dispatching, which minimize instruction fetch overheads and data dependencies.

The comparative results reveal that the baseline FM-Type DSP, which employs a conventional fixed instruction pipeline, 
suffers from high latency due to sequential dependency chains and limited parallelism. Conversely, SIMD-enhanced and 
hybrid architectures achieve substantial improvements by exploiting data-level parallelism and pipeline reorganization. 
This validates the hypothesis that instruction-level reconfiguration can bridge the gap between general-purpose DSPs 
and domain-specific accelerators in terms of performance-per-watt efficiency.

Comparative Performance Analysis
Figure 4 and Table 3 present the percentage improvements in execution time, energy efficiency, and instruction count 
resulting from various optimization techniques. The compiler-assisted optimization produced the highest performance 
gains, owing to its adaptive scheduling algorithm that automatically fuses frequently executed instruction patterns. Loop 
unrolling, on the other hand, reduced branching overhead and improved pipeline utilization but introduced modest code 
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expansion.

Energy efficiency improved consistently across all optimization techniques. The Hybrid Optimization model achieved 
a 26% gain, attributed to fewer idle cycles and reduced switching activity in arithmetic logic units (ALUs). Compiler-
assisted optimization extended this benefit further to 30%, indicating that software-level scheduling can complement 
hardware optimization effectively.

Optimization Technique Execution Time 
Reduction (%)

Energy Efficiency 
Improvement (%)

Instruction Count 
Reduction (%)

Baseline 0 0 0
SIMD Extension 29 12 23
Loop Unrolling 36 18 28
Hybrid Optimization 49 26 37
Compiler-Assisted 53 30 41

Table 3: Percentage Improvements in Performance Metrics Across Optimization Techniques
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Figure 4: Performance gains achieved through different instruction set optimization techniques. 
 
5.4.3 Theoretical Implications 
The findings substantiate the theoretical premise that instruction set optimization acts as a critical determinant 
of DSP performance scalability. In FM-Type DSP architectures, instruction scheduling and operand reordering 
directly influence the instruction issue rate, data path utilization, and overall latency. The data demonstrate that 
the reduction in instruction count correlates strongly (R² = 0.93) with improvements in both execution time and 
energy consumption. This supports the model proposed by Pyo and Park (2019), which suggested that reduced 
instruction diversity enhances cache coherence and minimizes fetch stalls. 
 
Moreover, the results align with Adebayo and Okonkwo’s (2020) findings on adaptive DSP frameworks, which 
indicated that custom instruction scheduling can yield up to 40% latency reduction in fixed-function processors. 
By introducing dynamic instruction windows and micro-op fusion, the optimized FM-Type DSP closes the 
performance gap between ASIC-level efficiency and programmable DSP flexibility. 
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Theoretical Implications
The findings substantiate the theoretical premise that instruction set optimization acts as a critical determinant of 
DSP performance scalability. In FM-Type DSP architectures, instruction scheduling and operand reordering directly 
influence the instruction issue rate, data path utilization, and overall latency. The data demonstrate that the reduction 
in instruction count correlates strongly (R² = 0.93) with improvements in both execution time and energy consumption. 
This supports the model proposed by Pyo and Park (2019), which suggested that reduced instruction diversity enhances 
cache coherence and minimizes fetch stalls.

Moreover, the results align with Adebayo and Okonkwo’s (2020) findings on adaptive DSP frameworks, which indicated 
that custom instruction scheduling can yield up to 40% latency reduction in fixed-function processors. By introducing 
dynamic instruction windows and micro-op fusion, the optimized FM-Type DSP closes the performance gap between 
ASIC-level efficiency and programmable DSP flexibility.

Comparison with Existing Architectures
When compared to other DSP architectures such as TI’s C6000 series and Analog Devices’ SHARC family, the optimized 
FM-Type DSP demonstrates competitive advantages in instruction density and real-time performance. The speed-up 
ratio approaching 2.0 suggests that the proposed optimization scheme achieves nearly double the throughput without 
increasing the hardware complexity. While commercial DSPs often rely on deep pipelines and hardware prefetching, the 
FM-Type DSP achieves similar outcomes through software-level optimization, reducing design cost and power overhead.

However, one limitation observed during testing is that excessive loop unrolling can increase code size, which may affect 
memory constraints in embedded systems. Therefore, a balance between optimization depth and memory usage must 
be maintained, especially for low-power applications such as mobile baseband processing or satellite telemetry systems.

Practical and Industrial Relevance
The improvements recorded have direct implications for digital broadcasting, radar signal analysis, and real-time audio 
modulation applications. FM-Type DSPs optimized through this methodology can efficiently handle high-throughput 
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operations like OFDM demodulation, FM synthesis, and adaptive filtering. The reduced instruction latency enhances 
system responsiveness, enabling high-fidelity signal reconstruction under constrained power budgets.

In industrial contexts, these optimizations can lower system-on-chip (SoC) manufacturing costs by reducing transistor 
count associated with redundant control logic. Moreover, the modularity of the instruction set enables easier adaptation 
to emerging standards, such as DVB-T2 and 5G-NR, which demand both computational precision and flexibility.

Limitations and Future Work
Despite the positive outcomes, certain limitations persist. The optimization process depends heavily on compiler 
intelligence and workload predictability. Applications with irregular data patterns may not fully exploit SIMD benefits. 
Additionally, the testing framework focused primarily on arithmetic-intensive tasks, leaving room for further evaluation 
in control-dominated processes.

Future research should investigate hybrid optimization models that combine instruction-level and register-level 
reconfiguration. Machine learning-driven instruction scheduling may also enhance dynamic adaptability, allowing the 
DSP to self-tune its execution strategy based on real-time workload analysis. Extending these optimizations to multi-core 
DSP clusters could further improve scalability for advanced communication and imaging systems.

Summary
The discussion has established that instruction set optimization significantly elevates the computational efficiency of 
FM-Type DSP architectures. The combination of SIMD, loop unrolling, and compiler-guided scheduling provides a holistic 
improvement across latency, energy usage, and instruction throughput. The analysis reinforces the role of co-optimization 
between software and hardware layers, showing that carefully structured instruction sets can yield performance levels 
comparable to specialized hardware accelerators while maintaining flexibility and low power consumption. These insights 
lay the groundwork for next-generation DSP design strategies where adaptability and efficiency coexist, paving the way 
for cost-effective, high-performance embedded signal processing systems.

Future Improvements
Future work will focus on extending the benchmarking framework to heterogeneous and reconfigurable DSP architectures, 
enabling adaptive performance scaling across varying workloads. Incorporating machine learning–based predictive 
models could optimize power and speed trade-offs in real time, improving energy efficiency under dynamic operating 
conditions. Furthermore, integrating thermal performance metrics and on-chip monitoring will enhance accuracy in 
assessing long-term reliability and thermal stability. Advanced simulation tools such as SystemC and TensorFlow Lite 
DSP accelerators will be explored to validate high-performance embedded signal processing. Finally, cross-platform 
benchmarking on ASIC, FPGA, and RISC-V DSP cores will ensure a broader applicability of the proposed performance 
evaluation methodology.

Conclusion and Recommendation
This study successfully established a standardized framework for evaluating optimized DSP architectures through 
quantifiable benchmarking metrics covering speed, power consumption, and resource utilization. The results demonstrated 
that architectural optimizations—particularly instruction set reduction, pipelined arithmetic units, and dynamic clock 
gating—can significantly improve computational efficiency. Experimental data showed average enhancements of 32.4% 
in execution speed, 27.2% in power efficiency, and 21.3% in resource savings over conventional DSP designs. These 
outcomes confirm that integrating performance-per-watt and MIPS/W indices offers a more holistic view of DSP efficiency, 
supporting energy-aware design decisions. The developed benchmarking methodology provides a reliable means to 
compare diverse DSP cores under uniform test conditions, ensuring transparency and reproducibility in performance 
analysis. It further validates the use of FPGA-based prototyping and MATLAB/Simulink co-simulation for evaluating 
algorithmic and hardware-level optimization impacts [8-12].

Recommendations
Future research should expand this evaluation model to include heterogeneous and AI-assisted DSP platforms, where 
adaptive load balancing and predictive optimization can further enhance performance. Incorporating thermal and 
latency metrics will also refine multi-objective assessments. Moreover, it is recommended that research institutions 
and industry stakeholders adopt unified benchmarking standards to ensure consistency in performance claims across 
different DSP vendors. Finally, collaboration between academic researchers and semiconductor industries should be 
encouraged to translate these findings into next-generation low-power, high-throughput DSP architectures suitable for 
real-time embedded systems and 6G communication technologies.
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